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INTRODUCTION 

There is a strong need for improved aquatic animal disease laboratory diagnostic capability across 

Asia—the region that produces most of the world’s aquatic animal products.  This capability is 

required to facilitate the sanitary safety of trade in aquatic animal products and to ensure 

countries can detect potentially damaging transboundary diseases.  The need for improved 

diagnostic capability is widely agreed and documented but few activities have made significant or 

lasting impact on this issue at the regional level.  

Laboratory proficiency testing is an important mechanism for laboratories to test and improve 

diagnostic capabilities, and participation in a recognised program is usually a requirement for 

formal laboratory accreditation.  There is currently very limited or no access to proficiency testing 

programs for aquatic animal health laboratories in Asia. In the report of their 2010 meeting, the 

Regional Advisory Group for Aquatic Animal Health (an advisory group to NACA
1
) provided a status 

report on the implementation of the Asia Regional Technical Guidelines
2
.  In their report, the 

advisory group noted that ad hoc proficiency testing programs have been run (for a limited 

selection of diseases and countries) but that there is limited or no access to ongoing laboratory 

proficiency testing programs.  

This project will establish a regional laboratory proficiency testing program for aquatic animal 

diseases of significance to the region.  The program will provide access to proficiency testing 

services from an accredited provider (the Australian National Quality Assurance Program; ANQAP
3
) 

and will draw on the expertise of the CSIRO Australian Animal Health Laboratory (AAHL) to 

develop required testing reagents and materials for the program.  Below are the general 

objectives of the programme: 

• To strengthen Asia’s regional capability to diagnose important aquatic animal diseases that 

impact on trade, industry sustainability and/or productivity.  

• To train participating laboratory personnel in diagnostic standards, and proficiency testing 

procedures, and to provide technical assistance to improve laboratory performance. 

• To establish a laboratory proficiency testing programme that meets regional needs and 

which can be accessed following completion of the project. 

The first project activity of the programme is this preparatory Workshop hosted by NACA, to train 

participants on diagnostic standards, proficiency testing procedures, laboratory accreditation and 

to reach agreement on the panel of tests to be included in the program. 

 

                                                                 

1
 The Network of Aquaculture Centres in Asia Pacific (NACA) is an intergovernmental organisation of which Australia is 

a member. DAFF has delivered a range of aquatic animal health capacity building programs through NACA.  
2
 The Asia Regional Technical Guidelines on Health Management for the Responsible Movement of Live Aquatic 

Animals were the result of an extensive consultative process involving regional governments, the OIE, FAO and NACA. 

They remain the principal, regionally-agreed approach to building aquatic animal health management capabilities in 

the region. 
3
 Accredited as a proficiency testing provider by the National Association of Testing Authorities. 
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PARTICIPATION 

The workshop was held for two days from 25 to 26 July 2012 at Centara Grand Central Hotel, 

Bangkok, Thailand.  It was co-organised by DAFF, CSIRO, ANQAP and NACA.  Forty-five (45) 

participants attended the workshop, representing 43 aquatic animal disease diagnostic 

laboratories from 13 Asia-Pacific countries including Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, Hong Kong, 

India, Indonesia, Iran, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Vietnam.   

Resource persons were experts from DAFF Australia, CSIRO, ANQAP, NACA and OIE. 

OPENING SESSION AND INTRODUCTION TO THE PROJECT 

Dr. EM Leano (Coordinator, Aquatic Animal Health Programme, NACA) officially opened the 

workshop on behalf of NACA Director General, Dr. AE Eknath.  All the participants and experts 

were also introduced (Annex 1). 

 

Dr. I Ernst (DAFF) gave a general overview of the project.  The whole project is being implemented 

by the four collaborating agencies.  NACA is responsible for communication with participating 

member countries and hosting of this preparatory workshop.  CSIRO AAHL is tasked to obtain and 

prepare sample materials, conduct quality assurance, provide “test ready” materials to ANQAP, 

and provision of limited technical advice to participating laboratories.  ANQAP is responsible for 

the preparation of sample materials for distribution to participating laboratories, receiving and 

collating of laboratory test results, drafting de-identified reports for each round of testing, and 

ensuring confidentiality of the testing results.  DAFF is the overall coordinator of the project and 

has provided the project funding.  Expected project outcomes are the following: 

• Improved diagnostic capability for significant aquatic animal diseases throughout the Asian 

region (measurable based on improvements in aggregated diagnostic test results). 

• Increased confidence of trading partners that countries can certify the disease status of 

aquatic animal commodity exports, meet quarantine requirements, and thus ensure the 

sanitary safety of trade. 

• Improved capability within Asia to detect important transboundary diseases that have the 

potential to impact industry sustainability and productivity. 

 

The importance of aquatic animal disease diagnostics in facilitating trade and detection of 

transboundary diseases was presented by Dr. CV Mohan (Manager, Research and Development, 

NACA).  Highlighted in the presentation were the serious diseases affecting cultured fish and 

shrimps in the region, and new/emerging transboundary diseases (i.e. IMNV and EMS/AHPNS) 

which are causing severe economic losses in countries where outbreaks have been reported. 

 

Dr. HT Myint (OIE Tokyo) presented the role of OIE in aquatic animal health focussing on 

diagnostics of important aquatic animal diseases, particularly in the Asia-Pacific region.  The 

different OIE standards including the Aquatic Animal Health Code, Aquatic Manual and online 

disease reporting through WAHIS (World Animal Health Information System) were discussed.   
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THE WORKSHOP 

The workshop proper include presentations on the operation of the Regional Laboratory 

Proficiency Testing (LPT) program, nominations of aquatic animal diseases by representatives from 

each of the participating countries, ranking of disease list (selection of 10 priority diseases of 

regional importance), and expected role of the participants during the four rounds of proficiency 

testing in the next two years (2013-2014). 

Dr. N Gudkovs (CSIRO) made a brief introduction of CSIRO AAHL and the role it will play in the 

Regional LPT.  Details were given on the source of sample materials that will be used; description 

of test samples including fixative used, extraction of nucleic acids (NA) and analytical ranges that 

will cover concentrations (of pathogen) that might normally be encountered in positive samples 

(high positive, mid positive, low positive as well as test negative tissues).  Overall, the LPT will be 

offered for 10 nominated diseases and will be undertaken according to international standards.  

All samples that will be sent to participating laboratories will be inactivated, therefore non-

infectious.  The LPT scheme will offer 2 rounds per year (2013-2014), and participating 

laboratories have no obligation to participate with tests for every nominated disease. 

Dr. S. Warner (DPI) introduced ANQAP as an accredited laboratory that provides proficiency panels 

for a wide range of diseases (animals and plants) which helps participating laboratories to monitor 

the on-going quality of their test results.  LPT is also a measure for identifying significant 

systematic, analytical and test methodology differences between individual laboratories.  ANQAP 

will directly work with CSIRO in running the current LPT which will have a total of four rounds of 

testing as indicated in the table below: 

Round Samples sent Results due back to ANQAP Report back from ANQAP 

1 May 2013 End June 2013 End July 2013 

2 November 2013 End December 2013 End January 2013 

3 May 2014 End July 2014 End July 2014 

4 November 2014 End December 2014 End January 2014 

 

Confidentiality for each participating laboratory was emphasized, from sending of the set of 

samples for testing (each sample will have unique codes), sending back of test results, to 

dissemination of testing round results to all participating laboratories. 

Representatives from each participating country made presentations on the current capacities of 

the different laboratories in terms of PCR disease diagnostics, as well as the list of priority diseases 

that will be included in the RPT programme.  After a series of discussion facilitated by Dr. M Crane 

(CSIRO) and nominations from the participants, the following aquatic animal diseases were 
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decided for inclusion in the panel of pathogens that will be used for the four rounds of Regional 

LPT in the next two years (2013-2014): 

 

Rank DISEASE/AGENT OIE Listed 

1 White spot virus (WSV) Yes 

2 Yellowhead virus (YHV) Yes 

3 Taura syndrome virus (TSV) Yes 

4 Infectious myonecrosis virus (IMNV) Yes 

5 Infectious hypodermal and haematopoietic necrosis virus 

(IHHNV) 

Yes 

6 Megalocytiviruses (RSIV, ISKNV, GIV etc.) Yes 

7 Nervous necrosis viruses (NNV) No 

8 Koi herpesvirus (CyHV-3) Yes 

9 Macrobrachium rosenbergii nodavirus (MrNV and XSV) Yes 

10 Spring viraemia of carp virus (SVCV) Yes 

 

As indicated above, not all of the diseases included in the list will be sent to all of the participating 

laboratories during the rounds of testing.  Samples to be sent will depend on the list requested by 

each laboratory based on their current capacity to perform PCR diagnostics for detection of the 

pathogen(s) involved. 

 

Finally, S. Warner made a clear, step-by-step instructions on the role of each participant prior to 

receiving the samples, after receiving the samples, how to fill-out the different forms, and sending 

back the results to ANQAP.  Prior to receiving samples from ANQAP, each laboratory must ensure 

that they have the necessary valid import permits.  It is also best for the participants to get 

permits that will cover the 4 rounds of testing for a period of 2 years.  Once the samples are 

received, necessary forms should be properly filled-up and samples processed.  Laboratories 

should test each samples in triplicate within the same test run and by a single operator.  Samples 

should be treated as routine diagnostic specimens and should only be tested in-house.  Most 

important is that results should be treated in confidence by each of the participating laboratories 

and should be submitted on time following the instructions provided by ANQAP.  ANQAP will 

analyse all the results submitted and will provide reports to each participating laboratory for each 

disease that was included in the proficiency testing. 
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CLOSING SESSION 

Dr. I Ernst provided the wrap up of the workshop and encouraged all the participants to actively 

participate in the four rounds of testing in the next two years.  Dr. E Leano officially closed the 

workshop and thanked all the experts and participants for sharing their expertise, views and 

inputs during the workshop, and also reiterated the importance of the LPT for all the participating 

laboratories. 
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ANNEX 1 

Regional Laboratory Proficiency Testing Programme 

List of Participants  
 

Country Participant/Position Laboratory/Address 
Bangladesh (3) Mr. Md. Manik Mia  

Fish Inspection and Quality 

Control Officer 

miamanik443@yahoo.com 

FIQC Laboratory 

Department of Fisheries 

Matshya Bhaban, Ramna 

Dhaka-1000 

Bangladesh 

Tel. No. +880-2-9562334 

Mobile: +880-1712-260319 

Mr. Md. Serajul Islam 

Fish Inspection and Quality 

Control Officer 

serajban@gmail.com 

FIQC Laboratory 

Department of Fisheries 

Matshya Bhaban, Ramna 

Dhaka-1000 

Bangladesh 

Tel. No. +880-2-9562334 

Mr. Md. Shirajum Monir 

Scientific Officer 

monir_bau22@yahoo.com 

Bangladesh Fisheries Research Institute 

Mymensingh-2201 

Bangladesh 

Tel No. +880-1721-624623 

Cambodia (2) Mr. Yi Boros 

Deputy Director 

boros_168@yahoo.com 

Marine Aquaculture Research and Development Center 

Fisheries Administration, MAFF 

Tel No. +855-16-457457 

Mr. Sokheng Chan 

chan_sokheng@yahoo.com  

Laboratory Division 

Inland Fisheries Research and Development Institute 

Fisheries Administration, MAFF 

#186 Preah Norodom Blvd., Phnom Penh, Cambodia. P.O. 

Box 582 

Tel No. +855-12-883228 

China (2) Mr. Xiaocong Zheng 

szciqlh@sina.com, 

ciqliuhong@gmail.com 

The Laboratory of Aquatic Animal Diseases, 

Shenzhen Exit & Entry Inspection and Quarantine Bureau, 

AQSIQ 

2049 Heping Road, Shenzhen, 518001, PR China 

Tel No. +86-755-25592980; Mobile: +86-13510010613 

Ms. Bing YANG 

yangbing@ysfri.ac.cn 

Mariculture Organism Disease Control and Molecular 

Pathology Laboratory 

Yellow Sea Fisheries Research Institute, Chinese Academy 

of Fishery Sciences 

#106 Nanjing Road, Qingdao, Shandong 266071,  

PR China 

Tel No. +86-532-85823062, 702;  

Mobile: +86-15063959767; 

Fax: +86-532-85811514 

Ms. Wen LIU 

zjwy-lw@163.com  

Fish Disease Laboratory, Chinese Academy of Fishery 

Sciences 

Zhejiang Institute of Freshwater Fisheries, 

 #999 South Hangchangqiao Road, Huzhou, Zhejiang 

313001,  

PR China 
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Country Participant/Position Laboratory/Address 
Tel No. +86-571-2041403; 

Mobile: +86-13757269982 

Fax: +86-571-2045189 

Mr. Xiaocong Zheng 

szciqlh@sina.com, 

ciqliuhong@gmail.com 

 

NOTE:  NOT ABLE TO 

PARTICIPATE IN THE WORKSHOP 

BUT LAB IS WILLING TO TAKE 

PART IN THE PROFICIENCY 

TESTING ROUNDS 

The Laboratory of Aquatic Animal Diseases, 

Shenzhen Exit & Entry Inspection and Quarantine Bureau, 

AQSIQ 

2049 Heping Road, Shenzhen, 518001, PR China 

Tel No. +86-755-25592980 

Hong Kong (1) Mr. Aaron Leung 

Fisheries Technical 

Officer/Aquaculture 

Management 3 

aaron_cf_leung@afcd.gov.hk  

Molecular Biology Laboratory, Fisheries Branch 

Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department 

8/F, Cheung Sha Wan Government Offices 

303 Cheung Sha Wan Road 

Kowloon, Hong Kong 

Tel No. +852-21507089; Mobile: +852-95531901 

India (6) K.P. Jithendran 

Scientist in-charge 

kpjithendran@yahoo.com  

Aquatic Animal Health and Environment Division 

Central Institute of Brackishwater Aquaculture, Chennai 

600028 

India 

Tel No. +91-44-24618817 (ext. 208) 

Mobile: +91-9444442712 

Fax: +91-44-24610311 

Dr. Toms C. Joseph 

Senior Scientist 

tomscjoseph@hotmail.com  

 

Alternate contact: 

Dr. K.V. Lalitha 

Head of Department 

MFB Division 

kvkalithaa@gmail.com  

Central Institute of Fisheries Technology 

Cochin 682029 

India 

Tel No. +91-484-2666845 (ext. 370) 

Dr. G. Rathore 

Senior Scientist 

rathore69@rediffmail.com  

 

Alternate contact: 

Dr. Neeraj Sood 

Senior Scientist 

Sood_neeraj@rediffmail.com 

Exotic and Health Management Division, National Bureau 

of Fish Genetic Resources,  

Canal Ring Road, P.O. Dilkusha 

Lucknow 226002 

India 

 

Dr. P.K. Sahoo 

National Fellow 

pksahoo1@hotmail.com  

 

  

 

Central Institute of Freshwater Aquaculture 

Kausalyaganga P.O., Bhubaneswar 751002 

India 

Tel No. +91-674-2465446 

Fax +91-674-2465407 

Dr. N.K. Sanil 

Scientist 

nksanil@gmail.com  

 

Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute 

Post Box No. 1603, Ernakulam North P.O., 

Cochin  682 018 

India 
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Country Participant/Position Laboratory/Address 
Alternate Contact: 

 

Dr. K.K. Vijayan 

Head, MBTD 

vijayankk@gmail.com  

 

Dr. Kollanoor Riji John 

Professor 

rijijohn@gmail.com  

Department of Aquaculture 

Fisheries College and Research Institute 

Tamil Nadu Veterinary and Animal Sciences Univ. 

Thoothukudi 628008 

India 

Tel No. +91-944-3657839 

Fax: +91-461-2340547 

Indonesia (4) Ayi Santika 

Technical Manager 

suryasantika@yahoo.co.id  

Fish Health Laboratory for Freshwater Diseases 

Main Center Freshwater Aquaculture Development 

Sukabumi 

Indonesia 

Tel No. +62-266-225211; Fax: +62-266-225240 

Mobile: +62-81315711951 

Christina Retna Handayani, DVM 

Technical Manager 

Handayani_retna@yahoo.com  

Fish Health and Environment Laboraroty 

Main Centre Brackishwater Aquaculture Development  

Jepara, Indonesia 

Tel No. +62-291-591125; Fax +62-291-591724 

 

Yani Lestari Nur’aini 

Coordinator of BADC Laboratory 

yani_bbaps@yahoo.co.id  

bbapsitubondo@yahoo.com  

Testing Laboratory, Fish Health and Environment 

Brackishwater Aquaculture Development Centre 

Situbondo 

East Java, Indonesia 

Tel No. +62-338-673328; Fax: +62-338-673328 

Mobile: +62-8124904050 

Toha Tusihadi, DVM 

Director 

lppil_serang@yahoo.co.id  

Centre of Fish Disease and Environment Investigation 

Serang, Banten 

Indonesia 

Mobile: +62-81379032717 

Iran (3) 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr.Kazem Abdi Khazinehjadid 

Director General of Aquatic 
Animal Health and Disease 
Dept.  
kazemabdy@yahoo.com  

Central Veterinary Laboratory 

Central Iran 

Iran Veterinary Organization Seyed Jamaledin Asad Abadi 

St. Vali-Asr Ave. P.O. Box 14155-6349 Tehran 

Iran 

Tel No. +98-21-88966877 

Fax: +98-21-88957252 

Dr.Saeid Javan 

Saeed_dvm2003@yahoo.com  

Gillan Fish Diseases Laboratory 

Namjoo St., Rasht-Gillan Province 

Iran 

Tel No. +98-131-3239990 

Mobile: +98-9149372053 

Dr.Mohammad Mehdi Simrouni 

Dr_Simrouni@hotmail.com 

 

Boushehr Shrimp Diseases Laboratory 

Varzesh Street, Boushehr Veterinary Office 

Boushehr, Iran 

Tel No. +98-771-2522004 

Mobile: +98-9171716421 

 

Malaysia (4) Ms. Ainul Yasmin bte Md. Yusoff Selangor Fisheries Biosecurity Centre 
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Country Participant/Position Laboratory/Address 
Fisheries Officer 

ainul@dof.gov.my 

ainul_my@yahoo.com 

 

Quarantine Comples, Jalan Pekeliling 4 

Kuala Lumpur International Airport 64000 

Sepang, Selangor 

Malaysia 

Tel : +603-87874546/4542 

fax : +603 - 87874107 

mobile : +6012-4116115 

Dr. Emiyta bte Osman 

Fisheries Officer 

erniyta@dof.gov.my 

er_dof@yahoo.com 

 

Fisheries Biosecurity Laboratory, KSAB 

Jabatan Perikanan, Pusat Biosekuriti Perikanan 

Kompleks Sultan Abu Bakar, Tanjung Ku Pang 

81560 Gelang Patah, Johor 

Malaysia 

Tel : +603-5071015 

fax : +603-5072550 

mobile : +6013-7799622 

 

Ms. Ikhwaty bt Ibrahim 

Fisheries Officer 

ikhwaty@dof.gov.my 

kwaty81@yahoo.com 

 

Alternate contact: 

Aranja Suna Fong 

aranthai@yahoo.com  

 

Fisheries Biosecurity Laboratory, Bukit Kayu Hitam, Kedah 

Tel : +6 04-922785 

fax : +6 04-9221176 

mobile : +6 013-2285752 

NOTE: MOVING IN OCTOBER…WILL UPDATE ADDRESS BY 

e-mail 

 

Ms. June Hwei Yieng Moh 

Fisheries Officer 

june@dof.gov.my 

june_yieng@yahoo.com 

 

Alternate contact: 

 

Nurasmah Bt. Mantali 

Noras_M@yahoo.com  

Sarawak Regional Fisheries Biosecurity Centre 

Bintawa, Jalan Buruh, Bintawa 

93450 Kuching, Sarawak 

Malaysia 

Tel : +6082-349533 

fax : +6082-349686 

mobile : +6016-9516680 

 

Myanmar (2) Ms. Yi Yi Cho 

Deputy Fisheries Officer 

PCR Technician 

yiyicho109@gmail.com  

Aquatic Animal Health and Disease Control Section 

Department of Fisheries 

Ministry of Livestock and Fisheries 

Shukhin Tha Road, Thaketa T/S 

Yangon, Myanmar 

Tel No. +95-1-541294, +95-9-5121913 

Fax: +95-1-647519 

Mrs. Maw Maw Than 

Fisheries Officer 

PCR technician 

mawmawthan66@gmail.com  

Aquatic Animal Health Diagnostic Lab 

Department of Fisheries 

Nyaungdon Township, Ayeyarwady Region 

Myanmar 

Mobile: +95-9-420092996 

Philippines (5) Dr. Joselito Somga 

Senior Aquaculturist 

josomga@yahoo.com  

Central Fish Health Laboratory 

Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) 

860 Arcadia Building, Quezon Avenue 

Quezon City 1003, Philippines 

Tel/Fax: +63-2-4485432 

Mr. Gonzalo Coloma, Jr.  Regional Fish Health Laboratory 
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Country Participant/Position Laboratory/Address 
Aquaculturist II 

coloma_jun@yahoo.com  

 

Alternate contact: 

Carmencita S. Agustin 

bfar_3@yahoo.com  

BFAR Regional Office III 

Diosdado Macapagal Gov’t Center 

Mainpis, City of San Fernando, Pampanga 

Philippines 

Tel No. +63-45-4550823 

Ms. Carolina Lopez 

Aquaculturist II 

carolelopez2000@yahoo.com  

 

Ma. Kristine Cantilla 

Chemist 

Regional Fish Health Laboratory 

BFAR Regional Office VII 

Cebu City 

Philippines 

Tel No. +63-32-2562776 (loc. 304) 

Mobile: +63-9272866130 

Ms. Milagros G. Paner 

Technical Assistant (Molecular 

diagnostics) 

mgpaner@seafdec.org.ph   

 

Alternate contact: 

Dr. Edgar Amar 

Head, Fish Health Section 

eamar@seafdec.org.ph 

Fish Health Section Diagnostic Services 

SEAFDEC AQD 

Tigbauan 5021, Iloilo 

Philippines 

Tel No. +63-33-5119070 

Mobile: +63-9215601323 

Ms. Roselyn C. Usero 

Manager 

r.usero@yahoo.com  

 

  

Negros Prawn Producers Marketing Cooperative, Inc. 

Laboratory, Door 1&2, NEDF Building 

6
th

 Lacson St., Bacolod City, Negros Occidental 

Philippines 

Tel No. +63-34-4332131 

 

Sri Lanka (4) 

Dr. A. Arulkanthan 

Head 

aarul@yahoo.com  

Dean_vet@pdn.ac.lk  

Centre for Aquatic Animal Diease Diagnosis and Research, 

Faculty of Veterinary Medicine and Animal Science, 

University of Peradeniya 

Sri Lanka 

Mr. Saminda Lakmal 

Aquaculturist (PCR Lab) 

samind12@yahoo.com  

 

Alternate contact: 

J.A. Athula 

Brackishwater Fish Health and Environmental Monitoring 

Laboratory of NAQDA 

Shrimp Farm Monitoring and Extension Unit 

Battuluoya, Sri Lanka 

 

Dr. Wasantha Rajapakshe 

wrajapakshe@gmail.com  

 

Alternate contact: 

Dr. V. Pahalawatta Arachchi 

Head, IARAP 

NARA, Crow Island 

Colombo 15 

Sri Lanka 

 

National Aquatic Resources Research and Development 

Agency (NARA) 

Regional Research Centre, Rekawa, Tangalle 

Sri Lanka 

 

Dr. M.D.N.Jayaweera  

Head 

mdnjayaweera@yahoo.com  

Central Veterinary Investigation Center (CVIC) at 

Peradeniya  

Department of Animal Production and Health 

Gannoruwa, Paradeniya 

Sri Lanka 

Tel No. +94-81-2388539 
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Country Participant/Position Laboratory/Address 
Mobile: +94-718033463 

 

Thailand (4) Dr. Jumroensi Thawonsuwan 

Fishery Biologist 

pjumroensri@yahoo.co.uk 

and 

Mrs. Chantana Keawtapee 

Fishery Biologist 

keawtapee@yahoo.com  

Virology Laboratory 

Coastal Aquatic Animal Health Research Institute 

130/2 Pawang Muang, Songkla 

Thailand 

Ms. Jaree Polchana 

Fishery Biologist 

j_polchana@yahoo.com  

Virology Laboratory 

Inland Aquatic Animal Health Research Institute 

Department of Fisheries 

Kasetsart University Campus, Ladyao, Jatujak 

Bangkok 10900, Thailand 

Tel No. +66-885018682 

Ms. Puttharat Baoprasertkul 

Fishery Biologist 

puttharat@hotmail.com  

Molecular Biology Laboratory 

Inland Aquatic Animal Health Research Institute 

Kasetsart University Campus, Ladyao, Jatujak 

Bangkok 10900, Thailand 

Tel No. +66-2-5794122 

Vietnam (5) Dr.. Pham Phong Vu 

Veterinarian 

phamphongvu@gmail.com 

Department of Animal Health (DAH) 

Regional Animal Health Office No. 6 (RAHO6) 

521/1 Hoang Van Thu St., Ward 4, Tan Binh District 

Ho Chi Minh City 

Vietnam 

Tel. No. +84-8-39483036 

Fax: +84-8-394830231 

Dr. Dang Thi Lua 

Vice Director 

danglua@ria1.org  

Center for Environment and Disease Monitoring in 

Aquaculture at Northern Vietnam 

Research Institute for Aquaculture No. 1 

Dinhbang-Tuson-Bacninh 

Vietnam 

Tel No. +84-977320099, +84-43-8785754 

Fax: +84-43-8780099 

Dr. Le Hong Phuoc 

Director 

lehongphuoc@yahoo.com  

Southern Monitoring Center for Aquaculture 

Environment and Epidemic 

Research Institute for Aquaculture No. 2 

116 Nguyen Dinh Chieu Street, District 1 

Ho Chi Minh City 

Vietnam 

Tel No. +84-8-38299592; +84-909161271 

Fax: +84-8-38226807 

Ms. Nguyen Thi Thanh Thuy 

Vice Head 

ngthuyria3@gmail.com  

Division of the National Center for Marine Hatcheries of 

Center Vietnam 

Research Institute for Aquaculture No. 3 

33 Dang Tat, Nha Trang City, Khanh Hoa 

Vietnam 

Tel No. +84-58-3831138 

Mobile: +84-975894976 

Fax: +84-58-3831846 

 

Dr. Duong Thi Thanh Thao Regional Animal Health Office No. 7 
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Country Participant/Position Laboratory/Address 
thaoraho7@gmail.com  Department of Animal Health 

88 Cachmangthang 8 Street, Bui Huu Nghia Ward, 

Binh Thuy District, Can Tho City 

Vietnam 

Tel No. +84-7103-820203 

Mobile: +84-909675314 

Fax: +84-7103-823386 

 

 

EXPERTS 

Australian Department of Agriculture, Fisheries 

and Forestry 

Dr. Ingo Ernst 

ingo.ernst@daff.gov.au  

Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial 

Research Organisation (CSIRO), Australia 

Dr. Mark Crane 

mark.crane@csiro.au  

Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial 

Research Organisation (CSIRO), Australia 

Dr. Nicholas Gudcovs 

Nicholas.Gudkovs@csiro.au  

Department of Primary Industries (DPI), 

Australia 

Dr. Simone Warner 

Simone.Warner@dpi.vic.gov.au  

World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) 

Regional Representation in Asia and the Pacific, 

Tokyo, Japan 

Dr. Hini Thidar Myint 

hnin.thidar@oie.int  

 

 

NACA Secretariat 

Director General Dr. Ambekar Eknath 

ambekar.eknath@enaca.org  

Manager, Research and Development Dr. CV Mohan 

mohan@enaca.org  

Coordinator, Aquatic Animal Health 

Programme 

Dr. Eduardo M. Leaño 

eduardo@enaca.org  

Coordinator, Information and Communication Mr. Simon Wilkinson 

simon@enaca.org  

Administrative and Finance Officer Ms. Wella Udomlarp 

wella@enaca.org  
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ANNEX 2 

Regional Aquatic Animal Disease Laboratory Proficiency Testing Project 

Participant Workshop 

Bangkok, 25-26 July 2012 

Agenda  

Time Item Presenter 

DAY 1 

8:30 1. Registration (Meeting Room: Ladprao 1-4; Mezzanine Floor)  

9:00-9:15 2. Opening ceremony AE Eknath 

9:15-9:30 3. Introduction to the project; purpose of the workshop; expected outcomes; 

introductions 

Ingo Ernst 

9:30-9:45 4. Importance of aquatic animal disease diagnostics to facilitate trade and detect 

transboundary diseases  

CV Mohan 

9:45-10:30 5. OIE standards with a focus on diagnostics 

-the Aquatic Code (safe trade, surveillance) 

-the aquatic manual (diagnostic standards) 

-disease reporting (demonstrating disease status) 

HT Myint 

Break (10:30-11:00) 

11:00-12:30 6. Operation of the regional PT program  

-objectives 

-roles 

-test materials 

-timelines 

-reporting test results 

-confidentiality 

-communications 

-technical support 

-question and answer session  

Nick Gudkovs / 

Simone Warner 

Lunch (12:30-1:30) 

1:30-3:30 7. Nominations of diseases for inclusion in the PT project 

-short presentations by participants to nominate priorities( based on criteria 

e.g. trade, emergency response, endemic disease management); describe 

current testing capabilities 

Nominated country 

participants (1 per 

country) 

Break (3:30-4:00) 

4:00-5:30 8. (cont’d) Nominations of diseases for inclusion in the PT project as above 

5:30-6:00 9. Wrap-up for day 1 including list of nominated diseases Mark Crane 

 

WORKSHOP DINNER (6:30 PM)  
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Time Item Presenter 

DAY 2 

9:00-10:00 10. Ranked list of nominated diseases 

-discussion and agreement on diseases to be included in program 

-determine intended laboratory participation for each disease   

Mark Crane 

10:00-10:30 11. Expected role of participants 

-receipt of specimens and quarantine clearance 

- reporting of test results (e.g. of forms that will be used) 

-e.g. of de-identified report on test results 

-communications. 

Simone Warner 

Break (10:30-11:00) 

11:00-12:30 12. Wrap-up session 

-next steps, actions 

Ingo Ernst 

Lunch (12:30-1:30) 

 

 


