Aquaculture Asia Magazine

Guidelines for Authors
Contributions

We accept articles on any aspect of aquaculture and the related processing, marketing, economic, environmental and social issues that surround the industry. We ask authors to emphasise the practical outcomes of their research that are of direct benefit to the industry. How can farmers improve their productivity, keep their stock healthy, reduce environmental impact or market products more effectively?

Preparation of articles – scientists take note!
· Write in a casual magazine style, this is not a scientific journal. Write as if you were speaking directly to the reader – use a first person, conversational style rather than taking a formal tone. It’s ok to tell stories or use humour.
· Explain your findings in words. If your article mainly consists of bullet points or Powerpoint slides, rewrite it as a story.

· Prepare your article as simple text and headings only. We have to remove all your formatting1 for layout so please don’t bother with columns and such, it just gets in the way. No footnotes or page numbers please.
· No tables. Don’t force readers to interpret piles of raw data.

· References are not necessary. But you feel the need then use superscript notation like this1 and include the full citation in a numbered reference section at the end of the article. Please use a consistent reference style.
· Use metric units only!
· Submit articles as Microsoft Word or Open Office (or equivalent) files.
Photographs
· Adjust your camera settings to the maximum size and quality settings that it supports. Leave it that way, permanently!
· Send us the ORIGINAL PHOTOS EXACTLY AS THEY CAME OFF YOUR CAMERA!!!2 
· SEND PHOTOS VIA EMAIL, ONLY. Please do not send links to your Google Drive or similar, as we can’t download them.
· Do not edit your own photos, leave that to the Editor. Do not resize, compress, crop or modify photos in any way or try to compose your own “plates”3. Screenshots, video footage, Powerpoint slides, or photos copied from websites and scans from printed books are almost always unacceptable quality.
Figures

· Excel graphs and charts (or other vector artwork4) are welcome, but please send us the original Excel file so we can edit them if necessary. Please do not covert charts to picture files as the quality is not acceptable.
· Figures should be prepared in a vector art drawing programme (Inkscape is a free option) and submitted in a vector format. Diagrams made in Microsoft Word or similar are not accepted.

· Do not submit figures prepared by others without written permission, unless you mark them as “after” in the text, as per scientific convention.

No political content

· For obvious reasons, NACA as an inter-governmental organisation will not publish maps or references to disputed territorial boundaries or material of an overtly political nature (you are welcome to discuss government policy, but not to name, lobby for or favour political interests).
· Such material will be removed from articles without consultation. NACA reserves the right to substitute geographic, place or territorial names with those accepted by the United Nations.
Choosing a topic

Please choose a specific, focused topic. Your article should contain sufficient detail to be original and of practical use.
Content should be factual. This is a scientific magazine - do not romanticise or make exaggerated or unsubstantiated claims about the properties of foods, products, medicines, approaches and so on. Discussion and exploration of traditional knowledge is welcome but please identify it as such.
The following article types are not accepted:

· “State of aquaculture in country X” / “Review of species/production system X”. These are too general to be of use, it would be much better to write about specific aquaculture practices in your local area.
· Articles that advocate or promote the use of drugs in aquaculture. We would prefer articles on good management practices and preventative measures to avoid disease in the first place.
· Articles that promote the use of probiotics in aquaculture (unless supported by independent, peer-reviewed scientific evidence).

· Thinly disguised press releases and infomercials. Articles from the private sector are welcomed, but we do not publish marketing materials promoting commercial products or services.
Publication timeframe

The magazine is published quarterly. Depending on when you submit, it generally takes 6-9 months for an article to be published in an issue, assuming that it was submitted in good order, although it may appear on the website as an individual article before that.
There are a few (easily avoided) things that will certainly definitely delay an article:
· Poor quality photos: This is the number one reason for delays. When you take photos, please ensure that you keep copies of the original files from the camera as discussed above.

· Submitting an incomplete article: The Editor will not review drafts or papers that are supplied with missing figures etc. Please send all materials at once.

Intellectual property rights

Copyright of individual articles remains with their authors. However, it is a condition of publication that authors grant NACA a perpetual, world-wide, non-revocable and royalty-free license to use, modify and distribute the article and accompanying materials (eg. photographs and figures) as we see fit and under whatever license(s) NACA deems appropriate. NACA will also often reuse submitted photographs to illustrate other publications, reports or websites.

NACA presently publishes the magazine under a Creative Commons Attribution License (CC BY), which permits anyone to share, redistribute and build on it so long as they acknowledge the original source. This is intended to ensure that your work gets maximum exposure, and that you get credit for it.

Submitting your article

Email your article and any accompanying photographs as separate attachments to magazine@enaca.org. Articles are normally published in the second issue after receipt (ie. the issue-after-next), but may be held over for an issue or two subject to space constraints. Thank you and we look forward to your contribution.

Contacting the Editor5
Articles sent to magazine@enaca.org are automatically acknowledged and you will be informed when your article progresses through editing and production or if amendments are required.
Explanatory notes

In case you are curious and would like further detail:

1. The magazine layout is prepared in specialised layout software according to our own templates. Whatever layout you have applied in Word is completely discarded. So please do not bother elaborately formatting your document, it just gets in the way. We want simple text and headings only.
2. Ever looked closely at a photograph in a book or newspaper? It’s made up of a grid of tiny dots (in digital files we call these pixels). Collectively the dots, via their colour and weight, form a picture when viewed from a distance. The number of ‘dots per inch’ is referred to as the ‘resolution’ of an image. To print clearly on paper, an image needs to have a minimum resolution of 300 ‘dots per inch’ (dpi), at the size it is going to be physically printed at. Any less and the picture will appear blurry and poor quality. When you resize an image (typically making it smaller to email or put on a website), you are reducing the number of dots in the image (throwing away pixels), which in turn reduces the physical size it can be printed at, while maintaining the required 300dpi resolution. By the time photos reach the Editor, they have almost always been scaled down and compressed so much that they are completely useless for the magazine. Scaling images up again is not a solution – while you can add pixels back into the photo, you cannot restore the lost information – the picture will still be blurry. So: Keep your original photos in good order, they are valuable!
3. There is a lot of confusion about what “plates” are, so here is an explanation: When publications are printed commercially by an offset press, the layout is etched onto a series of metal plates that are used to stamp the ink onto the pages. In the case of Aquaculture Asia, the plates used by our printer can each carry eight A4 pages (termed one “signature”) of text. For monotone (single colour / one ink) publications ONE plate is required for each signature, but for full colour publications FOUR plates are required per signature (one each for the cyan, magenta, yellow and black inks required to produce full colour images). Preparation of these metal plates is very expensive, so for technical books it is quite common to print the majority of the book (text) in monotone, and to cram all the colour photographs together in a single colour plate or two at the end. This is a lot cheaper then printing the whole book in colour, as far fewer plates are needed. However, publishers do their own layout and arrange their own plates (the physical dimensions of the publication will probably be different to your Word document, plus they need to control image quality). So please don’t try to compose your own “plates”, because you can’t. Just send the original photos to the Editor and let them worry about it.
4. Vector artwork is not made up of pixels like photos, but described by mathematical curves and polygons. The advantage is that you can scale vector artwork to any size and it will still look great. However, if you convert vector art to a pixel (raster) format, it loses this quality and gains all of the problems that digital photos have. The most common example is charts generated in Excel: These are vector graphics and you should keep them that way. If you export them as ‘pictures’ they become pixelated raster images, which severely degrades their quality.
5. Aquaculture Asia is prepared on a part time basis by its single staff member. It is not a full-time endeavor with dedicated staff, so please understand that it tends to be prepared in issue-based quarterly batches rather than continuously.

